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PASTORAL  LETTER  

This summer, we plan to double down on our mission to  “reach 
up, around & out.” What does this mean? First and foremost, 
we reach up to God for guidance and to seek the presence of 

the Holy Spirit in our everyday activities. Second, we reach out to 
each other. We encourage each of you to find ways to connect on a 
deeper level with your church family.  When you participate in Prayer 
Meeting, join a Life Group, and volunteer to support a Ministry, you 
foster connections that not only help you grow spiritually but socially 
as well.  
 
Finally, we reach out to our community. Our commission as Seventh-
day Adventists is to go into the world and preach the gospel. Take the 
opportunity to invite your neighbors or coworkers to the programs we 
offer that will fit them best. Volunteer for outreach projects that we 
host. If we collectively embrace our mission, think of what we could 
achieve!
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By the Pastoral Team
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2022 CHALLENGES 
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WORSHIP  
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RADICALLY SIMPLE 
CONNECT  

S U M M E R  2 0 2 2



Miami Temple Seventh-day Adventist Church    6

WE ARE  M IAMI  TEMPLE  
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W hat keeps your family busy during the 
week? School keeps all of us busy during 
the week. Alan is a Chemistry professor 

at Miami-Dade College, Homestead. Sarah attends 
a Magnet School with a Visual Arts program and 
when she’s done with school work, you might find 
her doing art or reading a book. Deborah works as 
a Registered Behavior Technician, but turns into a 
student in the evenings, as she is currently working 
on getting her Masters in Applied Behavior Analysis. 
 
What do you do for fun as a family?
We enjoy playing board games, watching TV shows 
together, and traveling.

How long have you been attending Miami 
Temple?
It will be eight years this August. 

What do you look forward to when coming 
to church?
We enjoy working with Pathfinders and love to see 
our daughter connecting with her peers. We love the 
opportunities to fellowship, the sense of community, 
and the surrogate family we have at Miami Temple.

What does your daughter want to be when 
she grows up?
Sarah wants to be an animator and also talks about 
becoming a writer who illustrates her own books. 

What are your dreams for her?
Our dream for Sarah is to see her grow spiritually and for 
her to show interest in leadership within the Pathfinders 
and the church at large. We want her to be happy and find 
fulfillment in whatever she decides to do in the future, and 
for her to make a positive impact while shining HIS Light 
wherever she goes. 
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MEET THE RODRIGUEZ FAMILY

Left to right: Elder Alan Rodriguez, Sarah Rodriguez, and 
Deborah Santiago

WE ARE  M IAMI  TEMPLE  

What is your most memorable moment 
at Miami Temple?
When we took twenty Pathfinders to the 
International Camporee at Oshkosh! 
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PASSING THE BATON
By Pastor Brian Seewaldt
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MESSAGE TO PARENTS  

It is often the case that while we were young, we looked to 
our parents for guidance, relied on them to understand, 
respect, sympathy and adopt behaviors corresponding 

to the social norms that construct our realities. I believe 
that within the church, one of the operating social 
systems of our society,  we express the yearning for 
the next generation to respect authority, to take up the 
baton and climb to new heights that were previously not 
possible, to change the world, and to develop a strong 
relationship and commitment to Jesus in the process.  
 
I invite you to read the following stories: 
Genesis 39; 1 Samuel 17; 2 Kings 5; Daniel 1; 
John 6. You have time, read them. There are four qualities 
which I find in these stories that we rarely celebrate or 
teach forthcoming generations to practice effectively. 
  
1. Independence: all the characters were far from home.  
2. Integrity: all the characters acted against the norm.  

3. Personal Conviction: all the characters spoke 
out in defiance of authority.              
4. Faith: they all had it in spades and were not deterred 
by logic.

  You may believe that these are qualities that we effectively 
communicate and teach, but we do so from the angle 
of correction, not motivation. We “helicopter” over our 
youth when they’re under our roof but rarely show what 
living outside of our bubble is truly like. We correct our 
youth when they disrespect authority before we teach 
them to stand up to an agent that abuses power and 
influence. We reprimand them for not fitting the Adventist 
code of conduct, appearance, and thought before we 
guide them through a life-changing experience with Jesus 
that goes against the grain. We communicate logically 
sound arguments to diminish the value of their dreams 
and ideas of what church ought to be, instead of fighting 
to tangibly show a glimpse of that dream as a reality. 
 

The purpose of bringing this to your attention isn’t to 
make you feel  shame, or guilt or self-pity. Rather, it is 
to get you to consider as summer is upon us, how we 
can best serve our young people in motivating them to 
be independent, to act against the norm, to change our 
Movement, to stand their ground, and live in faith. How 
do you see yourself inspiring the young person you have 
at home to polish these qualities for God’s kingdom? 

Jesus showed a clear picture of the character of 
God as He lived in this world. Jesus was far from 
home, Jesus acted against the norm, Jesus defied 
authority, Jesus was not deterred by logic. 

I want to see us carve 
a path for our young 
people to be more like 
Jesus at Miami Temple.

This article aims to give a balanced perspective to characteristics in teens that otherwise seem to be 
poor qualities but in actuality may effectively depict their altruistic origin in the character of God.
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After being isolated for two years due to the infamous 
Covid-19, we cannot wait to get away and connect 
with family and friends. Summer is upon us and it’s 

time to have some fun! However, it is extremely important 
to stay safe. It may seem as though the risk of getting 
Covid-19 is less than before, but don’t get caught off guard.  
Whether you decide to go on a road trip or to stay 
at home, these tips will help you enjoy a safe and 
adventurous summer vacation.
 
Travel 
1) Carry hand sanitizers or disinfecting wipes
2) Take along a few masks, some local ordinances 
might require facial covering.  
3)  Get a good night’s sleep the day before your trip.
4)  Use bottled water when traveling out of the U.S.
5)  Review the latest CDC guidelines before traveling.

Water Safety 
1) Prevent unsupervised access to water, especially for 
children. 
2) Always wear a properly fitted U.S. Coast Guard-
approved life jacket when on a boat and if in a 
situation beyond someone’s skill level.
3) Swim in pairs near a lifeguard’s chair — everyone, 
including experienced swimmers, should swim with a 
buddy even in areas supervised by lifeguards.
 
Grilling 
1) Always supervise a grill when in use. Don’t add charcoal 
starter fluid when coals have already been ignited.
2) Never grill indoors or in any enclosed area.
3) Make sure everyone, including pets, stays away from the 
grill.
4) Keep the grill away from anything that could catch fire. 
5) Use the long-handled tools specifically made for cooking 
on the grill to help keep the chef safe.   

SAFETY TIPS FOR THE SUMMER 
By Chantal Guillaume, RN, MSN, ED

T IME  FOR HEALTH 

“Prepare and prevent, don’t repair and repent.” — Anonymous
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Source: American Red Cross
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VEGETARIAN 7-LAYER GREEN SALAD
Shared by Maria Mowry

SERVINGS: 12+ 
TOTAL TIME: 20 minutes INGREDIENTS

6-8 cups of chopped lettuce
½ onion, sliced into rings
1 small bag of frozen peas
6 hard boiled eggs, sliced
1-2 red tomatoes, sliced
1-2 cups cheddar cheese
Mayonnaise

1. Fill the bottom of the salad container with lettuce. 
2. Add the sliced eggs. If using a glass bowl, press some against the side for visual interest.
3. Add the bag of frozen peas. 
4. Add the sliced onion. 
5. Layer the tomato slices on top.
6. Cover the tomato slices with mayonnaise.
7. Sprinkle shredded cheese on top.

DIRECTIONS

REC IPES  
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Suggestions 
*For vegans: leave out the eggs and use dairy-free cheddar cheese 
and vegan mayonnaise. Layer in another vegetable to replace eggs.
*Use cherry tomatoes instead of sliced tomatoes.
*Use frozen peas directly on salad, they will thaw before serving.
*To make sure your salad is properly dressed, start with a thin layer 
of mayonnaise before adding the lettuce.
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K IDS  CORNER  
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WHAT IS A LIFE GROUP?
By Micheline Aristide

A    “Life group”, formerly called “Small Group,” 
is not just another tool for church growth. It 
is about our preparation for eternal life. A life 

group provides the members with an opportunity 
to know each other more intimately, to understand 
and to love one another in spite of our differences. 
 
A life group is a place where we support one 
another as a community. As we grow closer  to 
each other, we also grow in Christ by sharing Bible 
truths and learn to apply them in our daily lives. 

It is also a place where we pray heartfelt, simple, 
sincere prayers for one another and for ourselves. We 
laugh and have fun together and we share the pain of 
one another as well. 
 
A life group is a place where service plays an 
important role. Each group develops special projects 
to be an extended hand to the community and to  
church members

If you have never been part of a life group and 
would like join one, here is your opportunity. Please 
review the list of Life Groups on the following page, 
where you can select the date and time that fits your 
schedule and/or the topic that suits your interest.

It’s a place where we can share our doubts, 
our fears, our pain, what really matters to us, 
by being transparent without the risk of being 
ridiculed or judged.

For more information on Life Groups please call Micheline Aristide at 786-546-5283 or 
Pastor Jamil Hairston at 407-790-5323.
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B IBLE  STUDY 
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B IBLE  STUDY 
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B IBLE  STUDY 
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For more information, contact: pastorlaffit@miamitemple.org
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B IBLE  STUDY 
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B IBLE  STUDY 
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Adult Sabbath School Class 
Study the Bible with us every Saturday. We offer several classes to choose from.  
 
IN-PERSON 
10:00 - 10:45 am Join us in the Fellowship Hall
10:00 - 10:45 am Grow Group for New Members (Conference Room)

HYBRID
10:00 am: Dwight Witter/Karim Izmery (305) 321-4282

ONLINE 
Text our facilitators to receive their Zoom access codes. 
01:00 pm: Carlyle Raymond (954) 806-9767
01:00 pm: Samuel Vasquez (Spanish) (305) 978-9189
02:00 pm: Wilny Audain (443) 226-3165
03:00 pm: Jose Delgado/Dr. Archbold (305) 794-9473
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B IBLE  STUDY 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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EVENTS  
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EVENTS  
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EVENTS  
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PRAYER  REQUESTS  
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Apr 02   Local Church Budget
Apr 09   Hope Channel International, Inc.
Apr 16   Local Church Budget
Apr 23   Local Conference Advance
Apr 30   Local Church Budget
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GIV ING 

The OFFERING  this Spring will contribute to the following: 

May 07   Local Church Budget
May 14   Disaster & Famine Relief (GC and NAD)
May 21   Local Church Budget
May 28   Local Conference Advance

Jun 04  Local Church Budget
Jun 11  Women’s Ministries (NAD)
Jun 18   Local Church Budget
Jun 25  Local Conference Advance
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for PASTORS:
pastorlaffit@miamitemple.org
pastorbrian@miamitemple.org
pastorvanessa@miamitemple.org

for BABY DEDICATIONS, 
BIBLE STUDIES, & BAPTISMS:  
office@miamitemple.org

for PRAYER LINE:
Mondays to Saturdays  6:00 AM
Friday Nights  6:00 PM
717-908-1834   
Access Code: 883994#

for MEMBERSHIP TRANSFERS:
Email the Church Clerk at
churchclerk@miamitemple.org

Edited by the Miami Temple Communications Team
communications@miamitemple.org

FOLLOW US on SOCIAL MEDIA!

Get the latest on upcoming events and other information. 
Email us at: communications@miamitemple.org

Website: www.miamitemple.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/miamitemple
Twitter: @MiamiTempleSDA
Instagram: @MiamiTempleSDA
Youth Instagram: @pauselifestyle and @miami.collective
YouTube: Miami Temple

SUBSCRIBE to our e-NEWSLETTER

A  W O R S H I P  F A M I L Y  T H A T  S E R V E S

CONTACTS


