
Resolutions can be quite a daunting commitment 
to make so early into a new year, especially 
when the outcome of said year is still unknown. 

It seems impossible to stick with something for so 
long when the chance of something going freakishly 
wrong are high. Well, and this goes without saying, 
objectively, 2020 was NOT a good year. Wildfires, riots, 
killer bees, someone egged my car two nights in a 
row. That last one was more personal, but my point is 
that in this eventful year, there seemed to be a lot of 
discouraging news for the most part. My guess is that 
not many people were able to check off much from 
their resolutions list from January. This past month, I 
back-tracked what progress I made in the past year, and 
unsurprisingly, not much went according to plan:
January–February: I continued my tradition 
of making no New Year Resolutions. It lowers my 
expectations so that I don’t feel like I haven’t done 
anything all year and helps me appreciate the little 
victories I make throughout the year. So far so good. 
March 15: I’ve been home-ridden for two days and 
already decided to make a list. Honoring my previous 

promise, I went against making goals and instead, 
reframed it into a list of things I wanted to complete 
that I never had the time to do before (books, shows, 
movies, video games). 
April: 
Books finished: 0 
Movies watched: like 3 
Started playing some online video games and have 
been harassed by every homeschooled kid in the 
area. 
May–July: I slept from May–July. Not my proudest 
stretch productivity-wise. 
August–November: 
Books finished: still 0 
Movies watched: 5
I would rather run into a four-lane highway than to 
have to do a full-time college workload online ever 
again. I did not expect to face so many obstacles and 
am not sure if I can ever look at myself in another Zoom 
conference again.

December: 
Books finished: halfway into an audiobook (yeah, 
progress!)
Movies watched: 10 (?) 
List completion: < 5%
It goes without saying that it was hard to stick to much 
in 2020, even when I didn’t frame it in a Resolutions-
esque manner. But I think that’s ok. As we dive into 
this New Year, it’s more evident than ever that nothing 
is promised nor can be predicted. What’s important 
is that we do the best we can day by day and accept 
any blessings we receive along the way. Whether you 
have resolutions or not, it’s a New Year, a new day, 
and you have a fresh chance to take advantage of 2021 
before everything goes downhill. Hopefully, that doesn’t 
happen, but if it does, it’ll all work out in the end. The 
one thing we can count on however, is that, as always, 
God will be there to see us through.
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“At best, life is unpredictable. No one knows 
whether a pleasant or harsh truth awaits” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:7, The Voice).


