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MOM KNOWS BEST

Hi, my name is Jacquline, and I am twenty-
six. I had my first child when I was twenty-
four, and his name is Eli. Although I share 

some of the same stressors that other moms 
deal with, I am at an age where I blend in two 
different crowds. I relate both to older moms 
who have children, and young adults who are 
still in the process of starting their own lives. 

At times, it’s quite a struggle trying to balance 
home, work, and a social life, because although 
I love taking care of my family and would like 
to jumpstart my career, I also want to hang out 
with my friends whenever they call. I really have 
to find a balance and properly plan things out 
first. With marriage and a child, I am now in a 
position where I have to constantly make sure 
my home is straight before I just go out to hang 
out with my friends. At times I have to decline 

or reschedule certain things as well, something I 
had to get used to. 

During my first year as a mom, Pinterest and 
Mom Groups became my main sources of 
information and sanity. It was really complicated 
and daunting, having a little human being who 
depended on me for every little thing. I was 
exhausted, but it was bearable with the help of 
my husband. They say it takes a village to raise a 
child, and as a new mom, I found that to be true. 
Though I had my church family, I really had no 
one that we could just drop Eli off with during 
his first year, or that would be able to watch him 
for ten minutes if we needed to run to a store. I 
quickly learned what responsibility looked and 
felt like; it was putting my son’s needs before 
my own. And even though I had a sense of 
responsibility growing up, the responsibility of 

NEW MOM CHRONICLES By Jacquline Samuel


